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Revenge is a term that refers to causing another harm or injury for having done the same to oneself. In Hamlet, revenge is one of the main themes that the writer focuses on. Initially, the theme applies as the Ghost speaks to Hamlett. It begins by expressing that he was tasked to revenge his dead father' s murder, which it terms as being foul and unnatural. When Hamlet agrees that he will listen to what the Ghost has to say, it begins by stating Hamlet's predetermined mission as, “So art thou to revenge, when thou shalt hear” (1.5 8). The statement above marks the beginning of Hamlet's personal vengeance mission that the author explores throughout the play.
In Act II, the players come to Elsinore.  Hamlet refers to a speech that the first player had made in a play that he thought was exquisitely enacted. To that effect, the First Player describes the killing of King Priam by Pyrrhus. He explains how Pyrrhus swung a sword at Priam, feeble and old, and even though the sword did not touch him, Priam fell to the ground. Meanwhile, a tower crumbles and Pyrrhus, holding his sword over his victim, Priam, stops and listens to the rumble which seemingly arouses his need for revenge, “Aroused vengeance sets him new a-work” (2.2 489). Pyrrhus then slays Priam. Pyrrhus’ need for revenge varies from Hamlet's because the former has no personal motivation fuelling his heinous act. He kills King Priam, who is a Trojan because he, Pyrrhus, being Greek, felt the need to take vengeance for old scores between the Greeks and the Trojans based on the abduction of Helen.
When Laertes returns from France and finds out that his father, Lord Polonius, died under mysterious circumstances, he vows to avenge him despite the dire consequences that he would have to face in both this world and the one after it. In his words, Laertes proclaims, “Let come what comes; only I'll be revenged” (4.5 137). Like Hamlet, Laertes revenge is personal because he seeks to bring his father's killer to justice.  Furthermore, before the fencing match between Hamlet and Laertes, Hamlet apologizes to the latter for murdering his father. Laertes accepts the apology, but he continues to explain that he still plans to payback Hamlet’s actions that caused damage to his (Laertes) reputation. He says, “To my revenge: but in my terms of honor” (5.2 247). However, as the story unfolds, it becomes evident that Laertes’ apology acceptance was deceitful as he executes disgraceful revenge on Hamlet.
In the play, the author depicts revenge in a variety of forms to express the prevalence of the same within society. Admittedly, regardless of the cause of revenge, the results thereof are exigent both on the executor and their victim.
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